Blueprint for patient safety.
This article outlines a plan called the Blueprint for Patient Safety, which one organization has used to implement a comprehensive patient safety program. The blueprint starts with a graphic that depicts the basic objectives of patient safety and clarifies the sometimes misunderstood relationship between patient safety and more traditional quality-improvement activities. A second schematic outlines the key elements of the plan, including the concepts of continuous learning and the encompassing role of leadership. Finally, the 10 components of the plan and specific elements that could fall under each component are described.